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PART 1 – GENERAL PART  
PARAGRAPH 1 – GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

Article 1.1 – Applicability of the regulations 
1. These regulations apply to the initial master curricula and examinations of the Protestant 

Theological University (hereafter called: the university). The regulations describe the 
current procedures, rights and duties with respect to the courses, the tests and the 
examinations. Part 1 of the regulations includes provisions that apply to all master courses 
of the university, unless explicitly stated otherwise in a provision of Part 2; Part 2 includes 
specific provisions per course.  

2. The Tuition and Examination Regulations are enacted or changed by the university's 
Executive Board after advice from the Curriculum Committee and the Examination 
Committee and with the consent of the University Council.  

 

Article 1.2 – Definition of terms 
In these regulations the following definitions are used: 

a. law: the Act on Higher Education and Academic Research; 

b. student: a person registered at the university to follow courses and/or take examinations; 
c. examination: bachelor or master examination, consisting of examination components; after 

successful completion of all these components, the requirements for the examination have 
been met; 

d. examination component in relation to a course: a course component as defined by law; 
e. examiner: a person who has been appointed by the Examination Committee to hold 

examinations and decide on examination results; 
f. course: a coherent programme of lectures, research, practical exercises, preparation time, 

study time, or a combination of these, concluded with a test that is valid as an examination 
component; 

g. practical exercise: participating in a lab or other educational activity that aims at acquiring 
skills. These kinds of activities include: 

a. writing a master thesis; 

b. carrying out a project; 
c. conducting a research assignment; 
d. doing a work placement; 
e. receiving practical training; 
f. giving a presentation; 

h. test: an examination of the knowledge, insight an skills of the examinee, as well as the 
assessment of the results of that examination. A test may comprise subtests; 

i. entrance requirement: course that must have been completed successfully or in which one 
has participated as a prerequisite for entrance to the relevant course; 

j. semester: part of the academic year starting either on 1 September and ending on 31 
January, or starting on 1 February and ending on 31 August; 

k. thesis, or bachelor or master thesis: final bachelor or master paper; 
l. ECTS: European Credit Transfer System; unit that expresses the study load of a course 

unit; a study point equals one ECTS credit; one ECTS credit equals 28 hours of study; 
m. Examination Committee (EC): a committee that determines in an objective and 

professional manner if a student’s knowledge, insight and skills as required for a diploma 
satisfy the requirements of the Tuition and Examination Regulations. The Examination 
Committee appoints the examiners and monitors the quality of the examinations and tests 
(in accordance with article 5.8 of the Management Rules and Regulations of the university); 

n. Curriculum Committee (CC): an advisory committee to the Executive Board (in accordance 

with article 5.6 of the Management Rules and Regulations of the university); 
o. Examination Board of Appeals (EBA): the Board as implied in article 5.9 of the Management 

Rules and Regulations of the university; 
p. Nuffic: Dutch organisation for international cooperation in higher education; 
q. language of instruction: the language used in the courses and their tests and 

examinations; 
r. Student net: section of the university internet site that lists general information on 

education.  
s. Courses Catalogue: generally accessible database via the website, where content, form, 

study load and entrance requirements are specified; 
 
The meaning of other notions are those that the law attaches to them. 
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Wherever these Tuition and Examination Regulations mention he/him, she/her is also intended. 
 
Article 1.3 – The courses 

1. The Study-load at the university is set at 60 ECTS for the following master course: 
a. Verdieping (In-depth Programme) 

2. The Study-load at the university is set at 180 ECTS for the following master courses: 
a. Predikantschap  
b. Geestelijke verzorging  
c. Gemeentepredikant  

 
Article 1.4 – The courses’ final attainment objectives 

1. The courses aim at: 

a. providing the students with knowledge, skills and attitude aspects in the relevant 
area; 

b. providing the students with an academic education; 
c. preparing the students for further (academic) careers. 

2. Students with a diploma for one of the bachelor courses as stated in article 7.10a, 
subsection 1 of the Act on Higher Education and Academic Research are admitted to at 

least one of the master courses of the university unconditionally. 
 
PARAGRAPH 2 – THE PROGRAMMES' VERSIONS 
 
Article 2.1 – Versions of the courses 
The courses mentioned in articles 1.3 sub 1a and 2c are offered in part-time and full-time versions. 
The courses mentioned in articles 1.3 sub 2a and 2b are only offered as full-time courses. 

 
PARAGRAPH 3 – LANGUAGE OF THE PROGRAMMES 
 

Article 3.1 – Language of instruction 
1. In principle, the following courses are taught in Dutch: 

The master courses: 
a. Predikantschap 

b. Geestelijke verzorging  
c. Gemeentepredikant  

2. In principle, the following courses are taught in English: 
The master courses: 

a. Verdieping (In-depth Programme ) 
3. English may be used in parts of the courses if the nature of the instruction or the students' 

or teachers' descent ask for it. For the determination of the language of instruction, the 
ethical code laid down by the Executive Board applies. 

 

Article 3.2 – English language proficiency 
For participation in tuition and examinations of the In-depth Programme/in-depth year of the 
master programme, sufficient command of the English language is required. This requirement is 
met if the student: 

a. is in the possession of an EEA certificate providing admittance to an academic bachelor 
programme;  

b. has passed the TOEFL test (paper-based version) with a minimum score of 550 or made a 
similar result in another examination or test.  

 
PARAGRAPH 4 – REQUIREMENTS AS TO PREVIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Article 4.1 – Admission requirements 
1. Any person meeting the requirements as to previous education laid down in the law or under 

the law is admitted to the relevant courses. 

2. The admission requirements are included in the relevant course-specific section in the 
appendix.  
 

Article 4.2 – Admission procedure 
1. The Examination Committee assumes responsibility for admission to the courses. 
2. With a view to admission to the courses, the Examination Committee checks the 

candidate’s knowledge, insight and skills. In its investigation the Committee takes into 
account the student’s knowledge of the language in which the course is offered.  



Protestant Theological University TER Master In-depth Programme   

 Academic year 2013-2014 
 

- 6 - 

3. Deficiencies as to previous education as mentioned in the course-specific section of these 
Regulations are removed by taking tests in subjects or courses – to be determined on an 
individual basis – at the level of the bachelor examination as held at the university. The EC 
is responsible for having a person take tests and assessing test results.  

4. A request to be admitted to the courses is submitted to the Examination Committee before 

1 May (admission per 1 September) or 1 October (admission per 1 February). In special 
cases the Examination Committee may deal with a request that failed to meet the deadline. 

5. Admission is granted on the condition that the candidate will satisfy, at the latest by the 
starting-date of the courses, the demands as laid down in article 4.1 with respect to 
knowledge and skills, as they appear from diplomas of earlier education. 

6. The candidate receives an admission receipt or a negative decision. The decision may be 
appealed at the Examination Board of Appeals.  

7. The admission receipt specifies the conditions for admission and the deficiencies which the 
student needs to clear during the courses. 

8.  An admission receipt is valid for the starting-date for which it has been issued. 
  

Article 4.3 – Admission: Hardship clause  
1. In special cases the Examination Committee may grant a candidate admission who is 

preparing for the final exam of one of the bachelor programmes in article 1.4 sub 2 for a 
period of six months, by request of the candidate, if: 

a. The candidate has completed the obligatory elements of the major and only needs 
to fulfil requirements of elements of the bachelor courses, with a maximum study 
load of 15 ECTS in total, and, 

b. the candidate may be expected to complete the bachelor programme at short 
notice, but within a maximum of six months from the moment when the candidate 

was provisionally admitted to the master programme, and, 
c. the candidate  has not been able to move on with his studies for reasons beyond 

his control, which would result in a disproportionate delay if he was not given the 

chance to start in the master programme.  
2. After completion of the final exam of the bachelor programme of article 1.4 sub 2, 

conditional admission for six months is changed to definitive admission. 

3. If the student does not succeed in passing the final exam of the bachelor programme from 

article 1.4 sub 2 within six months from the starting-date of the master programme, he will 

be excluded from further participation in the master programme until the bachelor exam 
has been passed.  

 
 
PARAGRAPH 5 – TESTS AND EXAMINATIONS 
 
Article 5.1 – Examinations 

The master courses are concluded with the master examination. 

 
Article 5.2 – Study load and obligation to attend 
1. In the Courses Catalogue, the examiner responsible for the course explains in detail how the 

study load of the course and its elements have been determined. 
2. If a student fails to attend certain contact hours without a valid reason, the examiner may set 

a substitute assignment. If more than 20% of the contact hours have not been attended, the 

student can no longer take part in the lectures, nor can he submit assignments or take part in 
the tests. If a student has failed to attend more than 20% of the contact hours, but has 
reported this to the examiner and the student dean in good time, and if this can be 
demonstrated to be due to special circumstances as indicated in article 7.51 of the Act, the 
examiner may grant dispensation and require a substitute assignment after mutual 
consultation. 

3. For seminary courses, i.e., courses with an S in their course code, there is a 100% obligation 
to attend. 

 
Article 5.3 – Application to be examined 
The way to apply for the examinations of the courses in the university is explained in the course-
specific section. 
 

Article 5.4 – Tests and their types 
1. Courses are concluded with a test. 
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2. In case the test consists of two or more subtests, usually at least one of the subtests is a 
written test.  

3. The type of the test fits in with the objectives of the course. 
4. Oral tests are taken in the presence of at least one other examiner or an observer to be 

appointed by the EC, unless a full-time sound-recording of the test is made.  

5. Only one person at a time will be evaluated in an oral test, unless the EC decides otherwise. 
6. In principle, oral tests are publicly accessible, unless the EC or the examiner in question 

decides otherwise, or the student has objected to this. 
7. For each course, the manner of testing will be made known before the beginning of the 

academic year. Test requirements are known at the outset of the course. 
8. Students with a functional disorder are given the opportunity to take tests in ways that are 

adapted to their individual handicaps, as determined by the EC. If necessary, the committee 

will seek professional advice before making a decision.  
9. At a student's substantiated request, the EC can permit a test to be taken in a different manner 

from the one specified in the on-line catalogue, this in consultation with the examiner. 
10. Details are specified in the EC’s established testing policies. 

 
Article 5.5 – Application for tests and resits 

1. Unless the EC decides differently, at the student’s request or otherwise, there is a maximum of 
two attempts to pass any test or subtest, i.e., the regular test and one resit.  

2. Resits are only open to those who have also taken part in the regular test – taking into account 
what has been specified in article 5.15 sub 2. The student is expected to take the tests of the 
courses for which he has registered; failure to do so without valid reason will be considered as 
an attempt for which a test result of one (1.0) is given.  

3. A resit takes place under the same conditions as the regular test. The student registers for a 

resit via Osiris Student.  
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Article 5.6 – Order of tests 
Examination components may only be attempted after the entrance requirement examination 
components have been passed. These required entrance examination components are listed in the 
Courses Catalogue, to be consulted via the university's website. 
 

Article 5.7 – Periods and frequencies of tests 
1. Unless otherwise stated in the course-specific section of the Tuition and Examination 

Regulations, an opportunity is given to take tests three times within a period of twelve months 
and at least twice within the academic year, on pre-arranged dates. 

2. The dates on which the tests are to take place are published in the timetables and announced 
at the start of the course, except for the courses consisting of literature study.  

3. A test to round off a course must be taken by the end of the academic year at the latest. 

4. After exceeding this testing period, students will have to comply with the testing demands that 
are applicable at the moment of testing. This may entail following the course or part of the 

course again. This stipulation does not apply to distance-learning students.  
5. For tests of courses consisting of individual study of the literature, as well as for resits of the 

same, a date is set in mutual consultation between examiner and student. 
6. There are three resit weeks during every academic year, viz.: 

a. one week at the end of the first semester for tests from the first block; 
b. two weeks in August for resits of tests from the second, third or fourth block. 

7. The type of the testing may involve offering a resit outside the ordinary resit weeks. 
 

Article 5.8 – Fraud 
1. Fraud is understood to mean actions taken or neglected by a student so that proper 

assessment of his knowledge, insight and skills is rendered impossible in part or in whole. 

2. In any case, the following instances are considered as fraud: 
a. having in one's possession during a test or examination pieces of writing, electronic devices 

or any other means with similar properties or functions of which reference or use during a 

test or examination has not been explicitly permitted; 
b. copying work from fellow students during a test or exchanging information with them in 

any way, both within and without the test rooms; 
c. posing as a different person during the test or examination, or having somebody else take 

a test or examination instead of oneself; 
d. changing the questionnaires and/or response sheets distributed or exchanging them with 

others; 
e. having in one's possession questions or tasks of the test or examination concerned 

preceding a test or examination, or having one or more fellow students have them; 
f. making changes on the test or examination sheets after the set time and/or the sheets 

have been handed in; 
g. plagiarism, including copying data, texts, argumentations or thoughts of others into a 

thesis or other paper without proper credits of the sources; 

h. in case of any (final) research, manipulating the results or rendering them incorrectly, with 
the intention of deception. This may include: 
 data used for the research are distorted, made up or represented in a selective 

manner that is not accounted for; 

 positions, interpretations and conclusions of others are represented in a deliberately 
distorted manner; 

i. giving fellow students the opportunity to commit fraud or inciting them to it; 
j. using own work produced in another course without the examiner's permission; 
k. registering for a test or participating in a test for which one has been excluded by the EC 

because of fraud. 
 

Article 5.9 – Procedure in case of fraud with examinations and tests 
1. In the event that an examinee is found to be committing fraud during a written test, the 

invigilator immediately makes a note of this in a specific protocol. The invigilator makes a note 

on the response sheet of the person suspected of fraud; this is done either at the time of on 
discovering the fraud, or when the student hands in his test sheets. After the test, the 
invigilator draws up a written report of the fraud established. The student is given the 

opportunity to add a written comment. The report including any comments is handed over to 
the examiner concerned. The examiner is bound to contact the EC for further settlement. 

2. In case of fraud in an examination of test, in any form, the EC can deny the student any 
further participation in the test concerned as well as other tests, for a maximum of one year 
after the fraud was established. 
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3. In the event of serious fraud, the student’s registration from all educational activities may be 
terminated definitively on the proposal of the EC.  

4. Subsections 2 and 3 apply correspondingly in the event of fraud in papers and other written (or 
digital) products.  
 

Article 5.10 – Plagiarism 
1. Plagiarism is understood to mean: copying texts, thoughts, argumentations of others, and have 

these pass for work of the student himself. 
2. In order to detect plagiarism an examiner may use the anti-plagiarism program Ephorus.  
3. In the case that the examiner suspects plagiarism he presents the case to the EC, which then 

decides whether or not plagiarism has occurred.  
4. In the event of plagiarism, the EC determines which sanctions will be imposed on the student. 

The sanctions to be imposed are listed in article 5.9, subsections 2 and 3.  
 

Article 5.11 – Evaluation 
1. The results of a test are announced within 15 workdays of taking the test or handing in the 

test. This is done electronically via the Osiris study tracking system. The result of a written test 
must be made known to distance-learning students via Osiris at the very latest six weeks after 

the test has taken place.  
2. Marks are given on a 1 to 10 point scale. Final assessment of a course is satisfactory or 

unsatisfactory, expressed in marks: 6 or higher, respectively 5 or lower. No decimal figures are 
added to a mark of 5. 

3. Alpha-numerical results concern the following cases: 
a. the student who has enrolled for a course and has not participated in any 

test requirements receives an ND (Niet Deelgenomen, no participation); 

b. the student who has enrolled for a course and has not participated in all 
test requirements receives an NVD (Niet VolDaan, not completed); 

c. if the student has completed a course, but has not been given a mark for it, 

the student may be given a V (Voldaan, completed) as test result; 
d. the student who has been granted exemption by the EC receives a VR 

(VRijstelling, exemption); 
e. In case the EC has established fraud, the student may receive a FR 

(Fraude, fraud) as test result. 
4. Once a course has been completed with a pass, resits are only allowed with permission of the 

EC. Resits for courses of the practice-orientated components of the master programme, once 
these have been completed with a pass, are not possible. 

5. In case of a resit for a test, the grade obtained latest determines the result.  
6. If a student and his examiner disagree about a test evaluation, the student has the right to 

request revision of the decision within four weeks following receipt or announcement of the 
decision. He does so by submitting such a request to the EC, irrespective of the right to appeal 
directly to the Examination Board of Appeals within six weeks. The student addresses such a 

request to the president of the EC.  
7. First, the president of the EC attempts to come to a solution by means of an amicable 

settlement. 
8. The student may lodge an appeal with the EBA against decisions by the examiner of the EC 

(within six weeks after the EC's announcement of the decision to the student concerned), in 
consistence with the Code of Order of the EBA.  

 
Article 5.12 – Right of inspection 
1.  For a period of at least thirty days after publication of the results of a written test, the student 

may request inspection of his assessed work. Additionally, he may request a copy of that work. 
Distance-learning students receive a copy of their assessed work, provided with feedback, at 

their home addresses. 
2. During the period laid down sub 1, all parties interested are entitled to information on the 

questions and assignments of the test concerned, as well as on the norms on which the 

assessment has been based. 
3. Students are entitled to feedback on their assignments and tests..  
 

Article 5.13 – Period of validity 
1. In principle, the period of validity of examination components that have been passed is 

unlimited. 
2. In deviation from this, the EC can impose a supplementary or substitute test for an 

examination component that was passed longer than six years ago. 
3. A study programme approved by the EC remains valid during consecutive registration periods.  



Protestant Theological University TER Master In-depth Programme   

 Academic year 2013-2014 
 

- 10 - 

 
Article 5.14 – Exemption 
1. At the student's request, the EC can grant a full or partial exemption for a particular 

examination component, upon hearing the examiner in question, if the student: 
a. either has completed a programme component of an academic or higher vocational training 

that is similar in content, size and level; 
 b. or demonstrates sufficient knowledge and skills in relation to the component at hand 
through relevant work experience or acquired competences. 

2. A request for exemption must be submitted to the EC in writing. The request must be 
supported with reasons. 

 
Article 5.15 – Stipulation of discretionary powers for tests and examinations 

1. If a student has not been able to complete a course within the tuition period on account of 
special circumstances, he may request the student dean permission to complete the course 

after the tuition period. The student dean’s decision is made after consultation with the 
examiners concerned. The request will be considered on the condition that the special 
circumstances were reported to the examiners concerned and to the student dean at the time 
of occurrence.  

2. On account of specific personal circumstances, the student dean can exempt a student from 
what has been specified in article 5.5 sub 2. This can be done on the condition that such 
special circumstances such as illness or specific circumstances as indicated in article 7.51 of the 
Act were reported to the examiner concerned as well as to the student dean before the testing 
period. On the basis of the examiner's advice, the student dean may allow the student to take 
part in the resit as if it were a first attempt. 

 

Article 5.16 – Degree 
The Master of Arts (MA) degree is granted to those who have successfully passed the master 
examination.  

 
Article 5.17 – Classification 
1. The diploma may be awarded with one of the following classifications, calculated on the basis 

of the weighted averages of numerical results, thus exclusive of courses that are assessed on a 

pass/fail basis: 
a. cum laude: for averages of 8.75 and higher, for discussion for averages of 8.50–8.75 
b. with great pleasure: 8.00 or higher 
c. with pleasure: 7.50 or higher 
d. with confidence: 7.00 or higher 
e. passed: all other  

2. Exemptions are not taken into account for the classification. 
3. In aanvulling op lid 1 geldt dat het judicium ‘cum laude’ alleen kan worden toegekend aan het 

masterexamen indien de voltijdopleiding binnen 1,5 jaar (eenjarige masteropleiding) of 4 jaar 

(3 jarige masteropleidingen) of 5,5 jaar (deeltijdopleiding) is afgerond.  
4. No other classification than 'passed' can be granted if: 

a. the exemptions in ECTS amount to more than half of the total number of ECTS to be 
achieved; 

b. a resit in one or more tests has been taken more than once; 
c. a student had been caught at fraud previously and this has been recorded in his file by the 

EC. 
 
PARAGRAPH 6 - STUDY PROGRESS, TUTORING AND STUDY ADVICE 
 
Article 6.1 – Study progress 

1. At least annually, study progress is determined on the basis of the total number of ECTS 
achieved. 

2. If an examination component has been successfully completed, the ECTS allotted to the course 

in question will be considered as achieved study points. 
3. The number of study points per course is listed in the Courses Catalogue, to be consulted via 

the website of the university. 

4. Registration of the study results achieved is done by the student office.  
5. The grades are recorded to two decimal points on a scale of 1,00 to 10,00 in the study tracking 

system.  
6. Students have access to their recorded data via Osiris student. In his first year of registration, 

the student receives a study progress report in November and in June. As from the second year 
of registration, this report is provided at least once a year. 
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Article 6.2 – Supervision 
1. The student must apply to the student dean for information on specific regulations and 

provisions, exemptions, and the examination programme that should be followed, or on 
submitting requests to the EC.  

2. As part of the supervision objectives, the student dean invites each student for a discussion of 
his study progress at least annually. 

3. The student is invited for a session with the student dean if prompted by the study progress at 
the moment of the interim advice during the first year of registration in the bachelor 
programme or the study progress report of June. 

 

 
Article 6.3 – Permanent functional disorder 
After consultation with the student dean, students with a handicap or chronic illness may apply to 

the EC for adaptations to the curriculum. Where possible, tuition will be adapted to the limitations 
ensuing from the functional disorder. Distance-learning students should submit their request to the 
EC through the office of the LOI. 
 
PARAGRAPH7 - JUDICIUM ABEUNDI 
 

Article7.1 – Applicability 

In the three-year master courses as referred to in article 1.3 sub 3, a Judicium Abeundi can be 

pronounced, i.e., a binding negative advice.  

 
Article7.2 – Evidence of being unsuited 
1. In special cases, a student of one of the courses referred to in article 1.3 sub 3 can be rejected 

for an indeterminate period of time at any point in his studies, this after careful consideration 
of the interests concerned.  

2. A special case may imply that the student has – by his conduct or statements – demonstrated 

to be unsuited for the professional practice of one or more vocations to which the university 
gives access.  

3. Proof of being unsuited for the professional practice of one or more vocations to which the 
university gives access is in particular: 
a. any actions or lack of actions in conflict with the care that he, in his quality of student, 

owes to:  
1. any person with respect to whom he performs managerial work as a semi-professional or 

a professional, a confidential advisor, a colleague and a person active in the church as a 
whole, within the scope of the educational situation (e.g., during practical exercises or 
when gaining work experience); 
2. the closest relations of the persons implied under 3.a.1; 

b. any actions or lack of actions in that quality in conflict with the interests of a sound 

professional practice of the profession to which the university gives access.  
 

Article7.3 – Procedure Judicium Abeundi 
 
The procedure for the rejection and termination of a student's registration on account of his being 
unsuited for the professions to which the university gives access, is laid down in a separate 
regulation entered in Appendix 1 of the Tuition and Examination Regulations belonging to the 
courses mentioned under article 1.3 sub 3. 

 
 

Part 2 – Course-specific section  

 
PARAGRAPH 8 – MASTER IN-DEPTH PROGRAMME 

 
Article 8.1 – Applicability 

The specifications in the general part of these regulations apply to the Master Programme insofar 
as the following provisions do not state otherwise. 
 
Article 8.2 – Specific final attainment objectives  
Without prejudice to the provisions of article 1.3, final attainment objectives have been determined 
for the course, for which please see Appendix 1 of these Regulations. 
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Article 8.3 – Curriculum 
1. The objective of the Master Programme is academic in-depth study of one of the theological 

research areas. The student may choose from four study routes, viz.: 
a. Biblical and Historical Theology; 

b. Systematic Theology; 
c. Practical Theology; 

2. Within each route, the student may choose a related specialism. 
3. In the Master Programme, the student of one of the routes of 1a, b or c takes 10 ECTS of 

courses at the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies of the University of Groningen. These 
courses are selected in consultation with the supervisor. Foreign students who take part in the 
Master by invitation of the PThU, take two master courses offered by the PThU instead of the 

RUG master courses.  
4. The setup and organisation of the curriculum are explained in further detail in Appendix 2.  

  
Article 8.4 – Study planning 
1. For each chair-holder’s group or for each research group in the case of a cluster of chair-

holder’s groups, thesis seminar groups are instituted for supervised peer intervision of the 

process of studying literature and writing the master thesis. This does not hold for distance-
learning students. In addition to this, the PThU regulations for supervision of the master thesis 
are used.  

2. Further details of study planning are discussed between supervisor and student. This includes 
e.g. frequency of meetings, bilateral meetings and written progress reports if required. 

3. If a student is unable to participate in the regular examination programme on account of 
personal circumstances, he may submit a written request to the EC, specifying his reasons, to 

allow him to do a study of the literature or part of the literature as an alternative to the course 
or courses concerned. The EC establishes the examination programme for the student. 

4. Subject to the approval of the EC, a student may take one or more components of the 

programme at other universities in the Netherlands or abroad.  
 

 
PARAGRAPH 9 – MASTER EXAMINATION OF THE COURSE 

 
Article 9.1 – Master examination 

1. The student must apply for the examination in writing at the student administration office of 
the particular university location at least six weeks in advance of the set date. The application 
of an examination must be submitted using the forms that are available for this purpose. 

2. The application can only be made after the student has satisfactorily completed all examination 
components except for his defence of the thesis. 

3. The applicant will receive a written invitation to attend the diploma ceremony no later than a 

week before the examination. 

4. The EC determines the result of the examination as soon as the student has met all 
requirements for the examination components, including the defence of the thesis. 

5. The classification is calculated on the basis of the specifications as mentioned in article 5.17 of 
these Regulations.  

6. The student will receive a grade list, a certificate and a diploma supplement. 
 

PARAGRAPH 10 – ADMISSION TO THE MASTER PROGRAMME 

 
Article 10.1 – Admission requirements 
1. Admitted to the programme are: students who have fulfilled the admission requirements (in 

conformity with Appendix 4 of this TER) and are in possession of proof of admission, as issued 
by the EC.  

2. Students with a diploma of the PThU bachelor curriculum ‘Classical Theology’ of the PThU are 
regarded to have command of the knowledge mentioned in Appendix 4 and are consequently 

admitted to the programme.  

 
Article 10.2 – Intake times 
1. Registration for the Master Programme is only possible per 1 September. 
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PARAGRAPH 11 – CONCLUDING PROVISIONS 

 
Article 11.1 – Stipulation of discretionary powers 
The Rector will come to a decision on all cases not covered or only partly covered by these 
Regulations. 
 
Article 11.2 – Changes 

1. Any change of these regulations may only be effectuated in the current academic year if 
student interests are not unreasonably infringed upon. 

2. A change must not influence any other decision of the EC regarding a particular student to the 
detriment of this student.  

 
Article 11.3 – Publication 
1. The Executive Board ensures that these Regulations are suitably published, as are interim 

changes.  
2. Any interested party may consult the TER and the Regulations as mentioned sub 1 on the 

university’s internet site. 
 
Article 11.4 – Date of taking effect 
These Regulations take effect on 1 September 2013.  

 
Thus enacted by decision of the Executive Board of the Protestant Theological University 10th June 
2013. 
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Appendices 

 

Appendix 1:  
Final attainment objectives of the programme  

 
Competence profile PThU 
Master In-depth Programme 
9 February 2012 

The competence profile is organised as follows:  
I the hermeneutic core competence (please see 1 below) 
II the academic competences (please see 2-3 below) 

 
1. Hermeneutic competence. The ability to read, interpret, understand and express texts, 

traditions, stories and practices in their contexts and interactions in a methodical, reflecting 
and renewing manner, and at the same time have oneself be read, interpreted, understood 

and expressed. 

 

2. Academic competence. The ability to practice the theological discipline independently, in an 
academic manner using sources and relevant knowledge from other academic areas and 

rendering account for one's own interpretations, thus contributing to the development of 
the protestant practice of theology.  

 

3. Disciplinary competence. The ability to conduct academic research in one of the theological 
research areas (Sources, Beliefs, Practices) and make original contributions to them.  
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Appendix 2:  

Setup of the curriculum 

 
VERDIEPINGSMASTER 60 ects 

* Buitenlandse studenten die door de PThU uitgenodigd zijn, volgen in plaats van een Mastercourse 

aan de RUG de cursussen: Intercultural Theology (5 ects) en Exploring Issues (5 ects). 

 
Biblical and Historical Theology 

Speciale ingangseisen: voor de Bijbelse vakken kennis van het Hebreeuws en Grieks op het niveau 
van de joint bachelor Theologie van de PThU/VU; kennis van het Latijn wordt (voor de historische, 
en ook voor de theologiehistorische vakken) ten zeerste aanbevolen.  

 

Keuzeonderdelen specialisatie “biblical and historical theology” 

Onderdeel EC 

Methodology: Biblical and Historical Theology 

(The Lord’s Prayer in Different Contexts) 

5 

Keuze uit de volgende cursussen  

 Specialisation Course Church History 

 Specialisation Course New Testament 

 Specialisation Course Old Testament (bij RUG of vanaf studiejaar 2013-2014 in 

Amsterdam) 

5 

 
Systematic Theology  
Speciale ingangseisen: geen, tenzij wordt gekozen voor een thesisonderwerp uit de periode voor 

1800, dan kunnen aanvullende taaleisen worden gesteld (bijv. Latijn) 

 

Keuzeonderdelen specialisatie “systematic theology” 

Onderdeel EC 

Methodology: Systematic Theology (Theology of Love) 5 

Keuze uit de volgende cursussen  

 Specialisation Course Crosscultural Theology 

 Specialisation Course Ethics 

 Specialisation Course History of Christian Doctrine 

 Specialisation Course Dogmatics 

 Specialisation Course Philosophy of Religion 

5 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Verdieping Groningen (voltijd) 

Onderdeel Cursus ect

s 

Wetenschappelijke 

verdieping (60 EC) 

  

(Engelstalig) 

Algemeen deel (15 

ects) 

Hermeneutics (integratieve cursus) 5 

Sacred texts (integratieve cursus) 5 

Community (integratieve cursus) 5 

Specialisatie (45 ects) Master course RUG* 5 

Master course RUG* 5 

Methodology (Sources / Beliefs / 

Practices) 

5 

Specialisation course 5 

Literature for thesis 10 

Thesis 15 

http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/G-MV/V_Hermeneutics/
http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/G-MV/V_SacredTexts/
http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/G-MV/V_Community/
http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/G-MV/V_methodology_Sources_The_Lords_Prayer/
http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/G-MV/V_Methodology_Beliefs_Theology_of_love/
http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/G-MV/V_Methodology_Practices_Doing_research_on_practices_of_faith/
http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/Specialisatie_Verdieping/
http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/G-MV/V_Literature_for_Thesis/
http://www.pthu.nl/curriculum/GroningenMV/G-MV/V_Masterthesis/
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Practical Theology  

Speciale ingangseisen: geen. 

 

Keuzeonderdelen specialisatie “Practical theology” 

Onderdeel EC 

Methodology: Practical Theology (Doing research on practices of faith) 5 

Keuze uit de volgende cursussen  

 Specialisation Course Religious communities in a Changing Civil Society 

 Specialisation Course Pastoral Care in Different Cultural and Social Contexts 

5 
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Appendix 3:  

Regulations concerning the master thesis  

 

Magnitude of the master thesis 
In order to pass the master examination, a master thesis must be written. The amount of work 
involved in this is set at 15 ECTS.  
The number of words of the master thesis amounts to 15,000-25,000, appendices – i.e., those 
parts that are normally regarded as not belonging to the thesis itself – excluded. The supervisor 

may allow a bigger or smaller magnitude (in number of words) of the master thesis, as he sees fit 
in respect of the nature of the research. 
 
Language 
The master thesis is written in Dutch, English or German. After consultation the thesis may be 
written in another language. 

 
Supervision and responsibility 
Work on the master thesis is carried out under the responsibility of a lecturer, who also supervises 

the research. Additionally, in consultation with the supervisor, the student finds an expert 
evaluator in the field of the research or in a specific area of the field, whose task it is to approve 
the planning of the research at the start, and to assess the final master thesis and take part in the 
discussion of the thesis at the oral examination. If required by the subject of the thesis, a second 
supervisor/evaluator may be involved in the thesis project. Guidelines for student and teacher as to 
planning and supervision are given in the regulations for 'Master Thesis supervision PThU'. 

Guidelines for writing the thesis are given in the PThU Guideline for ‘Writing a Master Thesis’. Both 
can be found on Intraboard Student and Intraboard Staff. 
 
Format of the master thesis and agreements relating to supervision 
Explicit arrangements are made with respect to master thesis planning and supervision. The 
procedure to be adopted is as follows: 
 
1. Orientation phase 
Well in advance of starting his research, the student must have one or more preliminary 

discussions with the supervisor to determine the choice of research subject and the feasibility of his 

plans.  
 
2. Format of the master thesis 
The format of the master thesis must be approved by the supervisor and the evaluator and must 
contain the following elements: 
1. description of the subject, formulation of the problem and related issues of the thesis, the 

objective and relevance of the subject and the method; 
2. overall indication of the anticipated result; 
3. provisional division into chapters; 
4. research planning including at least: 

- target dates for the various components/chapters of the thesis; 
- target date for the completion of the thesis; 

- frequency of consultations with the supervisor; 
5. Literature list. 
 
3. Frequency of consultations with the supervisor 
During the research and preparation period of the thesis, the student is entitled to a minimum of 

three and a maximum of six consultations with the supervisor. 
 

4. Guidelines writing the thesis 
The supervisor provides distinct instructions as to style and general format of the master thesis, in 

accordance with the field of research.  
 
5. Mediation in disputes 
In the event of problems arising during supervision between those involved, the student may 
request mediation by the professor of the group. If the dispute is with the professor, the student 
may turn to the president of the Examination Committee. If the dispute is with the president of the 
Examination Committee, another member of the Committee will be appointed as mediator.  
For disputes concerning assessment, the student is referred to the normal procedures for appeals. 
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Final attainment objectives and assessment of the master thesis 
Final attainment objectives: 
After completion of the master thesis (15 ECTS), the student is able to write an academic treatise 

independently, based on sources and empirical research and/or literature study which he has 
conducted in pursuit of a chosen problem area. 
 
Assessment criteria 
The following criteria are observed in assessing the thesis. 
 

1. General 
- the master thesis is of a sufficient academically consistent, coherent, congruent and 

critical level in terms of method, content and presentation. Assessment also includes 
the degree of working independence and the level and degree of difficulty of the 
research.  

 
2. Formulation of the problem  

- a distinctly formulated and well-defined research framework; 
- the formulation of the research question clearly indicates the problems in the research 

field chosen and describes any former academic research into these problems where 
possible; 

- The research question of the thesis (expressed in one full sentence) lies within the 
scope of the problem formulation of the research field chosen and offers possibilities for 
a solution;  

- method and objective are suitable for the research question; 
- research results are adequately worked out in the conclusions; 

- the state of the research and rendition of positions in the field of research are adequate 
and directed to the research problem as defined; 

- at the end of the thesis, the main question is substantiated with appropriate 
arguments; 

- the working method and its methodological justification are stated explicitly; 
- sources/literature are used carefully and correctly; 

- annotation is accurate and correct, in accordance with the standards of the discipline or 
sub-discipline; 

- if applicable, integration of empirical or source material with theoretical material is 

indicated;  
- the literature studied is relevant to the problem formulated and the research question. 

 
3. Relevance 

- the formulated problem and research question are relevant to the discipline; 
- the implications of the research conclusions have been indicated; 
- the contribution of the research to the development of the practice of protestant 

theology has been indicated.  
 

4. Independence 
- work has been done independently and autonomously; 

- the thesis includes a personal view supported by arguments; 
- the ability to deal constructively with comments on concepts in the thesis or parts of it 

has been demonstrated; 
- the formulation of the problem, the research question, the argumentation of the 

contents and reflection on it and the substantiated treatment of the research question 
indicate originality. 

 
5. Presentation 

- neatly arranged lay-out of the thesis; 
- logically structured reasoning; 
- the magnitude of the thesis is circa 15,000-25,000 words for 15 ECTS. From this may 

be deviated in consultation. 
 

6. Formulation 
- correct linguistic usage;  
- a clear line of argumentation; 
- consistent and correct use of terms; 
- correct reference to sources. 
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7. Planning 
- arrangements with regard to the submission of draft sections and their discussion have 

been complied with; 
- the thesis has been completed within the planning period. 

 
 
Assessment of the thesis 

After the thesis has been accepted as satisfactory by the supervisor, the thesis is submitted to the 
evaluating lecturer for assessment. The evaluator may indicate points that require improvement. 
 
The supervisor and the evaluator pass their comments on the work on to the student within 10 
working days. 
 

Permission of the supervisor and the evaluator is required before duplication of the master thesis is 
allowed. In the event that the supervisor and the evaluator do not approve of the thesis 
unanimously, they submit the thesis to the EC, together with their written opinions and a copy of 
the manuscript. The EC subsequently decides whether approval is given. 

 
The supervisor and the evaluator decide the grade of the final version of the thesis independently 
of each other and prior to the oral examination discussion of the thesis. Since the oral examination 

discussion of the thesis forms part of the assessment of the thesis, the final result is established in 
a consultation of the lecturers after the discussion of the thesis.  
 
Where applicable, an additional supervisor/evaluator fully takes part in the assessment and the 
establishment of the grade. 
When the planning period is exceeded severely, this must be a factor in the establishment of the 
final grade. 

 
Submission and public discussion of the master thesis 
After definitive approval of the master thesis, the student must apply for examination in writing at 
the student administration office of the university. For this and the protocol of the public 
discussion, information can be found on Intraboard Student.  
 

Every master thesis will be listed in the Annual Report of the PThU. 
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Appendix 4:  

Admission requirements 

The student will only be admitted to the In-depth Master Programme after fulfilment of the admission 
requirements. The educational background must at least be approved by the government and 
consequently be in line with the Act on Higher Education and Academic Research. 

An active command of English and a passive command of German are required, this in consideration 
of the prescribed literature in these languages. In principle the language of instruction in the In-depth 
Master is English.  
 
Graduation trajectories may stipulate specific admission requirements. Depending on the choice of the 
specialization knowledge of both classical languages and/or Hebrew may be obligatory. 

  
Admission requirements University Graduates 
After a bachelor’s diploma of the PThU 
a student is admitted to the master either after fulfilling the requirements of the Joint Theology 
bachelor programme of PThU and VU (Theologie, Joint), or the bachelor programme Theologie 
Klassiek (Theology, classical), or a similar reduced bachelor programme after a bachelor programme 
in theology of an institution for tertiary education.  
 
After a bachelor’s diploma in theology from another university 

For students who have completed their studies in theology or similar at another university, the  PThU 
will establish in what way they may take part in the master. As a rule the student needs to have 
knowledge and competences equivalent to the Joint Theology  bachelor programme of the PThU/VU. 
This requires contact with a student dean, who will pass on requests to the EC for approval. To clear  
deficiencies, if any, students may take PThU courses (where possible through second enrolment). 
 
Admission Requirements students with a university bachelor or master other than 
Theology 
After a non-theological university bachelor or master, a built-in pre-master curriculum of circa 30 
ECTS will be determined based on the major chosen. The pre-master programme contains 

introductory and in-depth courses that prepare the student for the theological major chosen.  

Depending on the choice of the major the pre-master package may be larger than 30 ects and may 
e.g. be extended to include language courses. 
  
Admission Requirements students with an HBO Theology bachelor with pre-university 
pre-master programme 
 
HBO theologists Windesheim with pre-master 
Students of HBO Theology Windesheim may start their In-depth Master under the proviso that the 
‘pre-master Theology’ minor was successfully completed at Windesheim. The HBO bachelor thesis 

will be screened for the academic level of its content. Students who do comply with the former 
demand but do not do so with the latter must follow an additional programme consisting of one in-
depth course. 

 
HBO theologists Christelijke Hogeschool Ede (CHE) with pre-master  
This premaster package is geared to students who have completed the built-in pre-master programme 
of the CHE since the academic year of 2008-2009. 
  
 
Introduction Church history 6  ects  
Introduction Practical Theology 6  ects 
Ethics 6  ects 
 Total 18  ects 
 
 

 
Indication for the pre-master programme for graduated HBO theology students other 
than those who fall under the pre-master arrangements with Ede and Windesheim: 
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Introduction Systematic Theology  6  ects 
Philosophy 6  ects 
Introduction Church history 6  ects 
Introduction Practical Theology 6  ects 
History of theology and Dogmatics 6 ects 
 Total  30  ects 

 

 


